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THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATIC PARTY’S

PATH TO THE PRESIDENCY

2008 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES DEBATE
Produced by NBC News

Hosted by South Carolina State University

Live From Orangeburg South Carolina

Thursday April 26, 2007 from 7:00-8:30 PM EDT

Kicks Off A Weekend Of Activities for Presidential Candidates and South Carolina Democrats

Orangeburg, SC – Following in Party tradition, the South Carolina Democratic Party will host the first presidential debate of the Democratic Presidential Primary season on Thursday, April 26, 2007 in Orangeburg, South Carolina at South Carolina State University, alma mater to Democratic Whip James Clyburn.  The 90-minute debate will air live on MSNBC from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM Eastern Daylight Time and will be carried live on NBC’s South Carolina affiliates.  The debate will also stream live on MSNBC.com.  
The South Carolina Democratic Party’s “Path to the Presidency Debate” 

will not only be the first Democratic candidates debate held nationally for the 2008 season, but will be the first presidential candidates debate held for either party.  It will also be the first-ever Presidential debate held at a HBCU in South Carolina’s history.  

“All the leading Democratic candidates have told me that they will be there on Thursday the 26th and I look forward to seeing them make history,” said Congressman James Clyburn, Democratic Whip and proud graduate of South Carolina State University.

As it did in 2004, the debate will kickoff a weekend of activities for South Carolina Democrats and Democratic Presidential candidates. 

“In 2004, South Carolina got the Democratic nomination process rocking with our debates and exciting first-in-the-South primary.  This year, party leaders have recognized what we can do for the process and have moved us up even higher.  Any Democratic candidate who wants to be President has to come through South Carolina and they will all be here the weekend of April 26th, 27th and 28th to get the party started.” said South Carolina State Democratic Chair Joe Erwin.

The Path to the Presidency starts in South Carolina in April on the historic campus of South Carolina State University in Orangeburg on Thursday the 26th; moves to Columbia for the Democratic Party’s Jefferson-Jackson Dinner on Friday April 27th where former Congressman Harold Ford, Jr. will give the keynote address and Representative Jim Clyburn will host his annual Fish Fry; and ends up at the State Democratic Party Convention at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center on Saturday April 28th where all the presidential candidates are invited to speak.

DETAILS ABOUT COVERING THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEMOCRATIC PARTY’S PATH TO THE PRESIDENCY DEBATE AND WEEKEND OF DEMOCRATIC ACTIVITIES

All members of the media wishing to cover the debate and the South Carolina Democratic Party’s schedule of events for April 26th, 27th, and 28th (including all activities on South Carolina State University Campus, the State Party Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, Congressman Clyburn’s Annual Fish Fry, and the State Democratic Convention) must be credentialed and register for a Path to the Presidency credential using the attached forms.


DEADLINE FOR CREDENTIAL APPLICATIONS:  Friday March 30, 2007, 6:00 PM EDT
CREDENTIALING PROCESS - Path to the Presidency Media Credentials will be required to gain access to the AT&T Media Filing Center, the Spin Center, and media stand-up positions, which will be located inside and around South Carolina State University’s Student Center for the debate.

Credentials will also be required to attend a special Media Welcome Dinner on campus from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, Thursday, April 26, the evening of the debate, hosted by the Orangeburg Times and Democrat and the Orangeburg County Economic Development Office, and the Special Debate Watch Party and After Party at the S-H-M Gymnasium on campus starting at 6:30 PM on the 26th, where students and community members will gather to watch the debate and rally with the candidates once the debate has finished.

Path to the Presidency Media Credentials will also be required to cover the State Democratic Party JJ Dinner and Congressman Clyburn’s Fish Fry in Columbia on Friday, April 27 and the State Party Convention in at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center on Saturday, April 28.
Please fill out the forms below to apply for credentials, stand-up positions in the Spin Room, live shot positions outside the hall, order phone lines and reserve space for satellite trucks for both the debate and the other events of the weekend.  Email completed forms to debate@scdp.org or fax to 803-765-1692.
Once credentials have been granted, we will hold a media logistics call in early April and a debate site survey for broadcast media the week before the debate. 

Credentials for approved media will be handed out in two locations starting the week of April 23: on campus at the South Carolina State University Debate Office and at the South Carolina Democratic Party (1529 Hampton St. Suite 200, Columbia) through the morning of April 26.  For media arriving after the debate, credentials can be picked up at the Press Office in the Convention Center in Columbia.

Please complete these forms and return them no later than 6:00 PM (EDT), on Friday, March 30, 2007.  Please return them to debate@scdp.org.  You will be informed by Monday, April 2, 2007 if your credential application has been approved.  Monday the 2nd is also your deadline for PHONE ORDERS from AT&T for the debate.
IMPORTANT NOTE – Media Organizations must fill out appropriate forms for each type of service they are applying for:  i.e. credentials, workspace, and phones.

MEDIA FILING FACILITIES AND SPIN ROOM FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE will be located on the campus of South Carolina State University in Orangeburg South Carolina in and around the SC State University Student Center.  Space is limited so make sure you apply as soon as possible.

MEDIA FILING FACILITIES FOR THE STATE PARTY JJ DINNER on Friday April 27 AND THE STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION on Saturday April 28 will be at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.

HOPE DERRICK IS THE MEDIA CONTACT FOR CONGRESSMAN CLYBURN’S FISH FRY.  Please contact her at hope_derrick@yahoo.com or 803-553-1732.

PHONE ORDERS FOR THE DEBATE must be made directly to AT&T.  There will be a charge for phone lines and there will be an additional charge for an actual phone if that is required.  Deadline is Monday April 2, 2007 for debate phone orders.

PHONE ORDERS FOR THE JJ DINNER AND THE CONVENTION must be made directly through the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.  Please contact Jennifer Freeman at 803-545-0023 or jfreeman@columbiaconventioncenter.com.  
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET SERVICE FOR THE DEBATE will be provided courtesy of Media Filing Center sponsor AT&T.

FREE WIRELESS INTERNET SERVICE FOR THE JJ DINNER AND CONVENTION will be provided courtesy of the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.

Please direct all inquiries to Patrick Norton at the South Carolina Democratic Party at 803-799-7798, pnorton@scdp.org, or Jenny Backus at 202-262-9963, jenny@backusconsulting.org.  Or send an email to debate@scdp.org.  To request an interview with Congressman Clyburn or for questions about Congressman Clyburn’s Fish Fry, please email Hope Derrick at hope_derrick@yahoo.com.

MEDIA CREDENTIAL FORM

The following information needs to be submitted for each individual for whom you are requesting credentials.  Media organizations with multiple reporters need to fill out one form for each reporter and/or staff person.  Photo ID and an accredited Press Badge will be required to pick up your credential:

Name:
News organization:
Title:
Street Address:
City:

State:

ZIP:
Work Phone:
Cell Phone:
Fax:
Email Address:
Yes, I will be attending the


April 26th Debate at SC State ____________________


April 27th Jefferson Jackson Day Dinner ____________

April 27th Clyburn Fish Fry_______________________


April 28th South Carolina State Party Convention________

**** All Media Attending the Debate Must Also Present National or South Carolina Accredited Press Credentials and/or a letter on official news organization letterhead and a photo ID to receive their media credentials. *****

WORK SPACE REQUESTS FOR PATH TO THE PRESIDENCY DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES DEBATE ON THURSDAY, APRIL 26 at SOUTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY in ORANGEBURG SOUTH CAROLINAA

Please indicate the resources you or your news organization will need to cover the South Carolina Democratic Party Candidates Debate.  Please be certain to enter the quantity of each item that you will need:

A “workspace” is a writing table position with chair and electric outlet.
“Stand-up locations” are for television and each position will include 

20 amps of power.
Any additional needs or modifications requested by media will be handled individually as requests are received – Please contact Patrick Norton at the South Carolina Democratic Party – pnorton@scdp.org.

__________Workspace(s) for print, radio, photo editing (includes FREE wireless access)

__________Workspace with phone line (an additional $$ cost, see “Debate Phone Orders” below)

___________ 4’ x 8’ standup locations 

____________4’ x 8’ standup location with phone line (an additional $$ cost, see “Debate Phone Orders” below)

____________Outdoor Live Shot locations

____________Outdoor Live Shot location with phone line (an additional $$ cost, see “Debate Phone Orders” below)

___________ Parking spaces for satellite trucks 
DEBATE PHONE ORDERS

PHONE ORDERS for the Debate will be done directly through AT&T.  All costs will be covered by media requesting phones lines and phones.  Please email requests directly to Susan D. Smith at Susan.D.Smith@ATT.com or fax it to 803-401-1041.  For further questions or needs, please call Susan directly at 1-803-401-1047.
DEADLINE FOR PHONE ORDERS is MONDAY APRIL 2, 2007.

WORK SPACE REQUESTS FOR JJ DINNER, FISH FRY, AND STATE PARTY CONVENTION ON FRIDAY APRIL 27 and SATURDAY APRIL 28 2007

Please indicate the resources you or your news organization will need to cover the South Carolina Democratic Party JJ Dinner on Friday, April 27, at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center, the Fish Fry hosted by Congressman Jim Clyburn on Friday evening April 27, and the State Democratic Party Convention on Saturday April 28.

The JJ Dinner and the State Party Convention will both be at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center at 1101 Lincoln Street in Columbia, South Carolina.  There will be a Press Filing Room on site staffed by the South Carolina Democratic Party.  The JJ Dinner goes from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  The State Party Convention will begin at 10:00 AM.
Congressman Clyburn’s Fish Fry will be located  at the Municipal Parking Garage, 1411 Gervais Street in Columbia, and goes from 9:00 PM to Midnight. This is a casual, fun community event that is held in the evening with no press file or formal coverage rules. 

Any additional needs or modifications requested by media will be handled individually as requests are received – Please contact Patrick Norton at the South Carolina Democratic Party – pnorton@scdp.org.
*** Please note – there will be no press office and no workspace for the Clyburn Fish Fry.  All Stand Up Positions/Press Riser positions will be located on-site in the parking garage where they hold their event.***
Workspace(s) for print, radio, photo editing 



______JJ Dinner – Convention Center – Friday, April 27



______State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

Workspace with phone line (an additional $$ cost)



______JJ Dinner – Convention Center – Friday, April 27



______State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

4’ x 8’ standup locations 



______JJ Dinner – Convention Center – Friday, April 27



______State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

4’ x 8’ standup location with phone line (an additional $$ cost)



_____JJ Dinner – Convention Center –Friday, April 27



_____State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

Outdoor Live Shot locations



_____JJ Dinner – Convention Center – Friday, April 27



_____Clyburn Fish Fry – Municipal Garage – Friday, April 27

_____State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

Outdoor Live Shot location with phone line (an additional $$ cost)



______JJ Dinner – Convention Center –Friday April 27



______State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

Parking spaces for satellite trucks 


______JJ Dinner – Convention Center – Friday, April 27



______Clyburn Fish Fry – Municipal Garage – Friday, April 27

______State Convention – Convention Center – Saturday, April 28

JJ DINNER/STATE CONVENTION PHONE ORDERS


PHONE ORDERS for the JJ Dinner and the State Convention will be done directly through the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center.  Media will cover all costs of requested phones lines and phones. 

DEADLINE FOR CONVENTION CENTER PHONE ORDERS is MONDAY APRIL 2, 2007.

Please email request directly to Jennifer Freeman at jfreeman@columbiaconventioncenter.com.  For further questions or needs, please call Jennifer Freeman directly at 803-545-0023.
